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to by Statute as "fire call attendance and turn-out fees,"
which are also subject to Income Tax.

The Petitioners point out that their services are given at
any time of the day or night at instant notice in the interests
of the public and are in no way connected with their normal
occupations. They assert that the hardship caused by the
payment of Income Tax on the "fire call attendance and
turn-out fees" is leading to the dissolution of the part-time
retained firemen's service.

The Petition concludes with this Prayer:

"Wherefore your Petitioners pray that by virtue of the
public and humanitarian services for which they are re-
ceived, the said small payments may be by statute exempted
from taxation, and your Petitioners, as in duty bound, ever
pray." 50

5. PRIVATE BILLS
Private Business is to be distinguished from Private
Members7 Business. A Private Member's Bill is an ordinary
Public Bill introduced by a Private Member rather than by
the Government. A Private Bill is a Bill with a personal or
local application only.
Private Bills have their origin in the petitions of early
times which were originally presented on behalf of an indi-
vidual or community with a grievance. The distinction be-
tween a "private" and a "public" petition was often blurred,
and today there are certain Bilk (known as Hybrid Bills)
1 which have some characteristics of both Public and Private
Bills.
Public Bills originate in Parliament, usually with the
Government but sometimes with a Private Member. Private
Bills are promoted from outside Parliament. Public Bills
apply to the whole community or to certain specified sections
of the community (children of school age, spinsters, men
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